
 

 

World Athletics – Athlete Data Protection Protocol 
 

Introduction  
 
As the international federation responsible for the promotion, development and governance of the sport of 
athletics worldwide, World Athletics is a central source of information, data and statistics concerning athletes 
participating in the sport, including their timing, distances, heights, results, rankings, position and much more. 
World Athletics is the regulator of the sport and organises championship events. As a result of these different 
roles, World Athletics is provided with personal information concerning athletes participating in any athletics 
event of which it is the regulator (including, but not limited to, World Rankings Competitions1 and World 
Athletics Series Events2).  
 

Purpose 
 
The purpose of this protocol is to explain the type of personal data collected by us through various activities 
(including via the World Athletics event entry process and system3), how it is used, where it is stored and who 
it is shared with and to provide information about your rights on the treatment of your personal data treatment 
by us.  
 
Throughout this document we refer to the table in Schedule 1 (the “Athlete Data Table”). The Athlete Data 
Table sets out in detail the purposes for which your data is processed, the legal basis upon which we do so 
and the relevant retention period. It also explains which athletes are affected in each situation and the type 
of personal data / information processed. This protocol provides additional context to the Athlete Data Table, 
but the Athlete Data Table itself should be your first reference point for any queries. 
 
Please note that there is a separate advisory note on the use of personal information for the purpose of 
implementing the Athletics Integrity Unit (“AIU”) Anti-Doping and Integrity Programmes4 . 
 
You can find a list of all of the defined terms used in this Protocol on our website, here. 
 

Who is processing your personal data?  
 
Your personal information is being processed by World Athletics.  
 
World Athletics is located in Monaco and its principal office is at 6-8, Quai Antoine 1er, BP 359, MC 98007 
Monaco Cedex. As an association recognised under the laws of Monaco, World Athletics is subject to law 
1054 on the protection of personal data (dated 28 November 2024) and the EU General Data Protection 
Regulation 2016. 

Where and how has your personal data been collected?  
 
There are different ways in which we are sent, capture or receive such results or performance related data 
(including location data). This can be either through email or online submission5, through filming or 
photography, through technology (such as the use of GP), via a competition organiser’s website or direct 

 
1 https://worldathletics.org/world-rankings/introduction 
2 https://worldathletics.org/competitions  
3 https://evententry.worldathletics.org/  
4 https://www.athleticsintegrity.org/data-protection 
5 https://www.worldathletics.org/records/send-competition-results  



 

 

entry into our Athlete’s Database. Some personal information we process is also provided to us by our 
partners and service providers. This is described in more detail below.  

What personal data are you processing and why? 
 
We have many different functions and process your personal data for a range of different purposes. Not every 
purpose will apply to your individual circumstances. The types of personal data we process, the range of 
purposes, and the legal basis upon which we can process your data for that purpose, are set out in the Athlete 
Data Table but we provide some additional context below. 
 

Processing in relation to World Athletics Series Events (WAS) 
 
If you are selected to represent your Member Federation at a WAS Event, you will be required to electronically 
sign an Athlete Agreement. This agreement is the document that records your and World Athletics’ rights and 
obligations concerning your participation at WAS Event. World Athletics will then process personal data to 
ensure that we can perform the agreement and to enable your participation in the WAS Event.  
 
Your personal data will then be entered onto the ‘Event Entry System’ (and, from there, will be stored on our 
Athlete Database) and used to approve and arrange for your accreditation requirements. World Athletics 
provides direct access to Member Federations to this system.  
 
Your personal details are then provided to various stakeholders and suppliers to deliver a variety of services 
to teams and athletes in preparation for and managing attendance at the WAS event and dealing with event 
logistics. Some personal information we process is provided to us by our partners and service providers 
including Seiko and Deltatre. For example, Deltatre provides the on-venue result database, and various 
information from start lists, to bibs, results feed on site for commentors and publication on our website. Seiko 
provides the timing and measurement system to assist the referees to officiate the event or to provide more 
in-depth performance data using video analysis techniques or transponders (sensors) worn by the athletes. 
Creative Technology provide our Event Presentations. This is discussed in more detail in the section below 
addressing how your data is shared with third parties. 
 
The Diagram 1 below summarises the types of data, who may have access to it and the purposes for which 
it is needed. Further detail is contained in the Athlete Data Table.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Diagram 1: Event Entry and Management  
 

 
 

Your personal data will also be processed during the WAS event to plan the timetable of events and 
coordinate the athletes that will compete. This is to ensure that the structure and management of the 
competition is provided so all stakeholders can perform their tasks. It also enables World Athletics to properly 
administer the event by ensuring there is an accurate and complete record of the events carried out and that 
the right athletes arrive at the right time and perform for the world, spectators, coaches, teammates, friends 
and families to see and support!  

This administration requires careful co-ordination and feeds of data from and back to the Athletes Database 
which includes the Event Entry System. Diagram 2 below sets out the types of data, who may have access to 
it in summary and the purposes for which it is needed from a competition management point of view.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

Diagram 2: Competing at a World Athletics Series Event 

 

Processing in relation to WAS and Personal Appearances  

When you compete at a WAS Event, your image and performances are photographed and filmed to create 
and broadcast footage of events and news features. If you make a personal appearance at a social function 
of event, and your image is also filmed or photographed for news features, interviews and the promotion of 
WAS Events.  

Your image and performances might also be used to produce marketing, merchandise and publications relating 
to World Athletics, WAS Events or  which you attend or make a personal appearance to promote and support 
our activities, as well as those of our commercial affiliates.  

Processing in relation to our regulatory function 
 
As the international governing body for the sport of athletics, World Athletics is the regulating body 
responsible for the rules and regulations of the sport as applied to any athletics event of which we are the 
regulator (including, but not limited to, World Rankings Competitions and World Athletics Series Events). 
There are many processes and procedures which we are required to carry out as a part of this where we may 
request the sharing of your personal data or where we may have to process the personal data which we 
already hold.  
 
Some examples are:  
 



 

 

• When claiming prize money or world record bonuses when competing at a WAS Event, we will require 
your bank details (if you wish to be paid your prize money directly). We need a form to be completed 
and sent to us for processing.  
 

• If you breach a competition or technical rule whilst competing.  
 

• If you wish to transfer your nationality to another Member Federation and wish to represent them in 
National Representative Competitions, then we will direct you through a separate application process 
to the Nationality Review Panel. This process requires submission of further personal details about 
nationality, living and work requirements and your personal life.  

 

Please note that specific rules and regulations, because of the subject matter, may have their own personal  
data processing requirements and provisions concerning their practical information. Therefore this protocol 
provides an overview of the core data processing elements.  

Processing in relation to historical and statistical records and our website 
 
Wherever an athlete is in the world, provided they participate in a World Rankings Competition (forming part 
of the global calendar of competitions6) then World Athletics will be sent/receive the results to be processed 
to feed into its database and World Rankings. World Athletics processes more than 1,000, 000 results from 
more than 10,000 competitions worldwide.7 The information is entered into the Athlete Database and is used 
to create an athlete profile that is published on the World Athletics website.8 World Athletics uses external 
statisticians who have access to its database to validate the results. 
 
The above processing is for several purposes:  
 

• As the owners of the World Athletics Series Events, organising and arranging your participation at 
the event. 

• Carrying out our regulatory function and overseeing compliance with and enforcing sanctions when 
there are breaches.  

• Marketing, promoting and supporting our World Athletics Series Events. 
• As the official source of information relating to the sport of athletics, our competition results data 

needs to be complete for all stakeholders who rely upon World Athletics to provide official 
information. 

• For archiving purposes in the public interest to make sure that there is a historic record of all event 
results.  

• Operating our website to promote the sport of athletics and ensuring that the public have access to 
information relating to athletes and competition results 

• Creating and updating your World Athletics profile on our website. 
 
Diagram 3 below explains what this means from a personal data perspective and the information concerning 
an athlete received by World Athletics.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
6 https://www.worldathletics.org/competition/calendar-results  
7 https://www.worldathletics.org/world-rankings/introduction  
8 https://www.worldathletics.org/athletes or via the World Athletics app.  



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Diagram 3: Results, Records, World Rankings & Profiles 
 

 
 

 
 

Where will the information be stored? 
 
The Athletes Database is hosted on Amazon Web Services, in Ireland https://aws.amazon.com, 
https://aws.amazon.com/privacy 
 
The hosting service provider to the Event Entry System is Amazon Web Services managed by Rackspace 
Ltd, 5 Millington Road, Hyde Park Hayes, Middlesex, UB3 4AZ UK  www.rackspace.com  and the servers that 
host the event entry system are located in Ireland.  
 



 

 

The provider of the accreditation system is: After S.r.l. Viale del Vignola 61, 00196 Roma, Italy: 
http://www.after.it/ and the internet service provider to the accreditation system is BT Italia, S.P.A. Via 
Tucidide 56, Torre 7, 20134 Milano Italy: https://www.globalservices.bt.com/pmi/it/home and the servers 
that host the accreditation system are provided by Amazon Web Services located in Ireland. 
 
The provider of the on venue results database is Deltatre S.p.A., a company incorporated under the laws of 
Italy, with registered office in via Francesco Millio n. 41, 10141 Torino (Italy) and registered in the Torino 
Chamber of Commerce with number 09489350018. The servers to host the on venue results database are 
located in the host country of the World Athletics Series Event.  
 
By submitting your personal information, you agree to the transfer, storing or processing of your personal 
information. We will always take all reasonable precautions to make sure that your data remains secure, 
handled in accordance with this advisory note and has the same legal protection as it would have if it remained 
in Monaco. 
 
You are advised however that the transmission of data via the internet is not completely secure and therefore 
we cannot guarantee the security of data sent to us electronically. Any transmission of such data is therefore 
entirely at your own risk and in this respect, we recommend that you take all necessary measures, for instance 
by sending your data in encrypted format. 

How long will my information be stored for?  
 
The periods for which we store your personal data vary in relation to our different activities and purposes. 
They are set out in detail in the Athlete Data Table, but please note that we will retain personal data beyond 
the specified retention period where we have brought or are defending a legal claim which runs beyond the 
retention period.   

Will my information be shared with anyone else? 
 
As mentioned, we use third party organisations to help provide a professional service to our athletes – 
whether that be in relation to the management and operation of our Athlete Database and Event Entry 
System, the smooth running of our events or the accurate collection of results.  
 
These organizations act as data processors and are strictly controlled in how they may/may not use your 
personal data. We remain responsible for the protection of your data.  
 
Please note that there are Local Organising Committees who are located outside Monaco, the UK and/or 
European Economic Area (EEA) with whom we must share your personal information and we will ensure 
through contractual provisions they comply with data protection laws.   
 
World Athletics may also disclose your personal data where it believes it is compelled to do so by law. 
 
In the table below we set out the entities that may have access to your personal information and the reason 
for such access. 
 

Who Why?  
Local Organising Committee (LOC) and any official 
travel agency appointed by the LOC. After the 
event the LOC access to the system will be 
removed. If information from the accreditation 
system is shared then this will be done via 
encrypted emails, files and platforms. Instructions 
will also be sent to destroy data securely. Note 

A. To arrange and support logistics: visa invitation 
letters, pick-ups (transfers to and from airports; rail 
terminals; coach stations), accommodation, buses, 
guest lists for receptions, distribution of books and 
welcome packs/bags 

B. To enter/review employees/representatives/ 
volunteers’ details from the LOC, Organising 



 

 

Who Why?  
that interior ministries and law enforcement 
agencies may have local legal obligations to keep 
such records.   

Member, local commercial affiliates, sponsors, 
partners, suppliers, broadcasters who need to be 
accredited.  

C. Users to the system are defined by World 
Athletics, login will enable LOC users to: 
- View the Media List and permission, status 

each Broadcaster has and for which event. 
- View, for each Broadcasters, the details of the 

data they entered  
- Receive a request for visa letter when needed 

and request by ticking the box 
- View the Flights details information for each 

person 
- View the request for accommodation on 

official hotels 
- Email address of each Broadcasters account 

manager to get in touch regarding transport 
and accommodation. 

Official Event Hotels (via the LOC) To arrange your accommodation  
Interior Ministry of the country where the event is 
held (via the LOC) 

To issue invitation letters (if required) to support visa 
applications   

Law enforcement agencies of the country where 
the event is held (via the LOC).  

To give security clearance  

Regulatory, Eligibility Decisions and Sanctions 
A. The Member Federation  
B. Relevant Panels (Athletes’ 

Representatives Panel, Nationality Review 
Panel, Mechanical Aids Review Panel) and 
, depending on the topic, expert panels 
and individual experts. 

C. Where applicable athlete ombudsman (if 
appointed) to assist you through the 
process  

D. Secretariats to our Disciplinary Tribunal 
and Appeals Panel (including members of 
the panels) 

E. If you appeal a decision the Court of 
Arbitration of Sport 

A. Processing the application, corresponding about 
progress and send the decision 

B. To be able to review your case and make a decision  
C. To assist you through the process 
D. If you make a challenge or appeal a decision  

Athletics Integrity Unit (AIU) 
 
 
  

For the purposes of investigating, prosecuting and 
ensuring compliance with the World Athletics Rules and 
Regulations. The following personal information will be 
provided to the AIU:  
 

- World Athletics ID  
- Photo 
- Given names 
- Surnames 
- Other names 
- Sporting nationality 
- Birth nationality 
- Biological Sex 
- Known DOB 
- Email address 

 
World Athletics may provide any other personal 
information (e.g. passport, identity card, mobile telephone 



 

 

Who Why?  
number, travel and accommodation etc.) it may hold about 
you to the AIU for their purposes.  The personal data 
provided to the AIU shall be processed in accordance with 
the separate advisory note on the use of personal 
information for the purpose of implementing the Athletics 
Integrity Unit (“AIU”) Anti-Doping and Integrity 
Programmes which is available: 
https://www.athleticsintegrity.org/data-protection 
Where personal information is provided to AIU the personal 
information may be retained for the period of your athletics 
career plus 10 years 

Third party partners and service providers that 
assist World Athletics in administering World 
Athletics Series Events.  

To properly administer and promote competitions at 
World Athletics Series Events (e.g. such as the provider of 
the accreditation/event management system After Sr.l, or 
Deltatre S.p.A for on venue results database). 

Broadcasters, press and media organisations 
 

To allow the broadcast, press and media coverage of 
World Athletics Series Events  

Our commercial partners and third party partners To promote World Athletics and World Athletics Series 
Events, and so that commercial partners and third party 
partners can promote their association with World 
Athletics and World Athletics Services Events 

SPORTZPEAK, Inc. 98 Midcrest Way, San 
Francisco, CA 94131, USA. www.iracesafe.com   
SPORTZPEAK uses Amazon Web Services 
(https://aws.amazon.com ) servers which are 
located in Ireland. A copy of SPORTZPEAK 
privacy policy is available here: 
https://www.iracesafe.com/privacy  

To record the outcome of a medical incident at a World 
Athletics Series Event which is shared with medical teams 
in from the LOC, World Athletics and Emergency Services 
including Medical Centres and Hospital. The data is also 
analysed for research and statistical analysis purposes. 
Only members of the World Athletics Health & Science 
Department will have access to the data that identifies 
you and all data will be pseudo-anonymised at the time of 
the analysis. Your privacy and confidentiality will be 
always protected. No, individual identifying information 
will be included in any publications or in the dissemination 
of the research or statistical analysis.  

Your rights  
 
If you are from the European Union (EU) or the United Kingdom, then it may be that the EU international 
regulations and UK laws on data protection apply to how World Athletics handles your personal information 
and the different obligations it must comply with. Alongside relying on World Athletics meeting these 
obligations, you have several rights that you may be entitled to exercise under these regulations and laws. 
Your ability to exercise these rights will depend on a number of factors, and in some instances we will not be 
able to agree to your request (for example, if we have a legitimate reason for not doing so or the right doesn’t 
apply to the particular information we hold about you): 
 
• Right to object: it is your right to stop your personal data being processed by World Athletics. This allows 

you to object to the disclosure of your information to third parties (even though your 
application/registration will be more difficult to process); withdraw your consent to World Athletics 
processing your personal information (solely to the extent that World Athletics are processing that data 
on the basis of your consent); as well as to ask World Athletics not to process your personal data for 
purposes of sending you direct marketing. In some instances, the exercise of these rights may impact your 
ability to compete in our competitions. 
 

• Right of access: in accordance with the provisions of the data protection laws, you have certain rights to 
request a copy of your own personal information held by World Athletics. You can request to receive a 



 

 

copy of your personal information in a readily understandable format within a reasonable timeframe (one 
month from the date of the request). 
 

• Right to rectification: you have the right to ask World Athletics to rectify inaccurate/incomplete 
information it has about you after you have been registered for accreditation. Where World Athletics 
positively knows that the personal information that it is processing is inaccurate/incomplete, it shall, as 
appropriate, rectify, amend, complete or update the relevant information as soon as possible. Where 
appropriate, if the personal information in question has been disclosed to a third party that is known or 
believed to continue to process the personal information, the third party shall be informed of the change 
as soon as possible. 
 

• Right to erasure: you have the right to ask World Athletics to erase your personal information in some 
circumstances, including where the information held by World Athletics is no longer necessary for the 
purpose for which it is processed, you withdraw your consent to its use, or we can no longer lawfully 
process the data. However, if you do so during the accreditation process, then it will make providing the 
basis for you to participate in events difficult.  
 

• Right to restriction of processing: you can restrict our processing of your data in some circumstances. 
This applies where, for example, if you consent the accuracy of the personal data we use or object to us 
using the information on a ‘legitimate interest’ (see right to object). Please note that where you ask us to 
restrict processing, we can still store it subject to the retention period, and use it to establish or defend 
legal claims, which may run beyond the retention period stated.  
 

• Right to data portability: this permits you to receive from World Athletics a copy of your personal 
information in an electronic file or format that would commonly be used on different devices and machines, 
and to transfer your personal data from World Athletics to another data controller or have the data 
transmitted directly between two data controllers. 
 

• Right to object to automatic processing: you have the right not to be subject to decisions based solely 
on automated processing which significantly affect them (at time of writing, World Athletics does not 
process your personal data on its systems for the purposes of making decisions based on automatic 
processing).  

 

Changes to the protocol 
 
This advisory note may be updated at any time with or without notice, including complying with new practices 
or regulations. In this respect, we recommend that you visit on a regular basis the following page: 
https://www.worldathletics.org/about-iaaf/documents/member-federation-resource-centre  
 
This policy was produced on 28 July 2025.  

Contacting us 
 
If you wish to exercise your rights, have any questions or comments concerning the privacy of your 
information, you can write to the Department of Legal & Business Affairs, Data Protection,  World Athletics 
6/8 Quai Antoine 1er, BP 359, MC 98007, Monaco, Cedex or email: dataprotection@worldathletics.org    

APDP (Personal Data Protection Authority) 
 
World Athletics is regulated by the Personal Data Protection Authority (APDP) which replaces the former 
Commission de Contrôle des Informations Nominatives, Monaco: https://apdp.mc )   



 

 

Athlete Data Processing Table 
 

 Purpose of Processing Type of Personal Information Relevant Athletes Legal Basis for our processing Retention Period 
PROCESSING IN RELATION TO WORLD ATHLETICS SERIES EVENTS 

1 Athlete Agreement 
 
We will process your personal 
information so that we can 
arrange for you to 
electronically sign the Athlete 
Agreement as and when 
required. 
 

• Email address  
• Name 
• Date of birth  
• Electronic signature 

(record) 

Athletes who are currently competing 
in World Athletics Series Events, or who 
have competed in such events within 
the last 5 years. 

Such processing is necessary for 
the completion and performance of 
your contract (i.e. the Athlete 
Agreement) with us. 

Your personal data will be stored 
on our Athlete Database from the 
point at which the details are 
entered onto the Event Entry 
System plus up to 5 years after 
the relevant World Athletics 
Series Event has ended. 

2 To operate our Event Entry 
System (event logistics) 
 
We will process your personal 
information to approve and 
arrange for your visa / 
invitation letter, travel, 
accommodation, transfer 
requirements, entry/ 
accreditation and related 
requirements for the relevant 
World Athletics’ Series Event; 
to support arranging logistics 
such as travel and 
accommodation; to carry out 
security clearance.  
 
In the case of Age Category 
Events to check the age of the 
athlete and nationality (Rule 3 
of the Technical Rules) 

• Name 
• Nationality/country 
• Biological Sex 
• Date of birth, place of 

birth  
• Passport number 
• Passport country of 

issue 
• Travel itinerary 

Athletes who are currently competing 
in World Athletics Series Events, or who 
have competed in such events within 
the last 5 years. 

Such processing is necessary for 
the performance of our contract 
with you (i.e. your participation to 
the World Athletics’ Series Event).  
 
Without this information we cannot 
perform the event 
entry/registration/accreditation 
process, arrange your access to the 
event, provide you with 
accommodation, make travel 
arrangements for you and help with 
visa procedures i.e. perform our 
contract with you. 

Your personal information will be 
stored on our Athlete Database 
from the point at which your 
details are entered on to the 
Event Entry System up to 5 years 
after the World Athletics Series 
Event has ended. 
 
 

• Scan of your passport (a 
copy of which has been 
provided by you to your 
Member Federation).  

The scan of your passport will be 
stored on our Event Entry System 
from the point at which your 
details are entered onto the Event 
Entry System up to one month 
after the last World Athletics 
Series Event has ended in the 
same calendar year. 

3 Event Accreditation 
 
We will process your personal 
information (a facial 
photograph) to approve and 
arrange for your accreditation 
requirements for the relevant 
World Athletics’ Series Event; 
and to check / confirm your 
identity during our events.  

• Data on your physical or 
facial appearance as 
referred to in your 
passport/identity 
documents (including 
passport/identity and 
photographs) (This 
information has been 
taken from your 
passport, a scanned 

Athletes who are currently competing 
in World Athletics Series Events, or who 
have competed in such events within 
the last 5 years. 

Such processing is necessary for 
our legitimate interests in (i) 
preventing and investigating fraud, 
and (ii) protecting our interests as 
the governing body of the sport of 
athletics.    

• Your personal information will 
be stored from the point at 
which your details are entered 
on to Accreditation System 
for 5 years after the last 
World Athletics Series in the 
same year has ended in the 
same calendar year. 

• Scanned copies of passports 
will be retained on the 



 

 

 Purpose of Processing Type of Personal Information Relevant Athletes Legal Basis for our processing Retention Period 
copy of which has been 
provided by you to your 
Member Federation) 

• Headshot photograph 
at and as part of event 
accreditation process 
for use on accreditation 
badge .  
 

accreditation system for a 
maximum 12 months after the 
relevant World Athletics 
Series competition after 
which time they will be 
deleted.  

 
• Headshot photograph is 

retained from when the details 
are entered onto the Event 
Accreditation System to one 
month after the World 
Athletics Series Event has 
ended. The Headshot is 
shared with World Athletics 
for the purposes of reporting 
on the World Athletics Series 
of Event and publication on 
the Website for the Athletes’ 
Profile (see below).  

4 Event Administration 
 
We will process your personal 
information to properly 
administer competitions at 
World Athletics’ Series Events. 
It will be used by competition 
officials to confirm race entry 
and start lists (for 
administration purposes and 
to share with broadcasters), to 
confirm results, administer 
heats and rounds (including 
decisions about qualification 
and selection for events), 
identify breaches of Technical 
Rules (e.g. false starts, foul 
jumps or throws) and take 
appropriate action, to identify 
any wellbeing concerns, and 
to respond to any protests or 
appeals against such action. 
 
 

Data on your performance at 
World Athletics Series Events 
including:  

• Event results;  
• Times (including splits) 

and / or distances 
achieved in all events; 

• Location data;   
• Images, photographs or 

moving images of 
events;  

• Reaction times to start 
signals (where relevant).  

Any Athlete, current or former, who has 
competed in a World Athletics Series 
Event.  

Necessary for the performance of a 
contract (i.e. your participation to 
the World Athletics’ Series Event).  
 
Without this information we cannot 
run competitions and / or ensure 
that they are conducted fairly and 
safely, and in line with the Technical 
Rules i.e. perform our contract with 
you and ensure there is an accurate 
and complete record of events 
carried out. 
 
See also processing for Historical 
and Statistical records. 

Your personal information will be 
kept permanently on our Athlete 
Database.  
 
We must keep competition results 
data (i.e. your name and result) 
permanently as historical records 
of the performance statistics and 
results. Equally, once recorded 
there is no way of removing any 
recording of your participation in 
any footage and / or images 
obtained.  
 
Suppliers and services providers 
(e.g. Seiko and Deltatre) to World 
Athletics will retain such data for 
6 months after each World 
Athletics Series Event. 



 

 

 Purpose of Processing Type of Personal Information Relevant Athletes Legal Basis for our processing Retention Period 
PROCESSING IN RELATION TO WORLD ATHLETICS SERIES EVENTS AND PERSONAL APPEARANCES 

5 Event Broadcasts 
 
We will process your personal 
information to create and 
broadcast footage of events, 
present/introduce you and 
present your 
performance/result  on screen 
and in broadcast graphics ,  at 
the event,  commentary 
information systems, news 
features, interviews for 
promotion of World Athletics 
and the sport of Athletics, and 
to create and broadcast World 
Athletics Series Events or 
Personal Appearances.  

• Image, photograph, or 
moving image 

• Results data 
• Location data 

Any Athlete, current or former, who has 
competed in a World Athletics Series 
Event and/or participated in a Personal 
Appearance. 

Such processing is necessary for (a) 
our legitimate interests in: (i) 
promoting the sport of athletics; 
and (ii) broadcasting events of 
special national and international 
resonance; and/or (b) the 
performance of our contract with 
you.    
 
  

Your personal information will be 
kept permanently (once recorded 
there is no way of removing the 
recording of your participation in 
the footage, broadcast etc.) 
 
 

6 Event Promotion & 
Reporting 
 
We will process your personal 
information to create, use and 
reproduce in marketing 
materials, merchandise,  
publications, newsletters and 
social media posts relating to 
World Athletics, use in Event 
Administration (see row 4 
above) in Athlete Profiles (see 
row 13 below) the World 
Athletics Events or Personal 
Appearances to promote, 
support or report on 
performances at World 
Athletics Events, other world 
championships or a Personal 
Appearance. At some events 
we will have dedicated 
production studio to capture 
and create photographic and 
moving images of you for this 
business purpose.  

• Name 
• Nationality/country 
• Biological Sex 
• Image, photograph, 

moving image and 
likeness  

• Event 
 

In relation to the creation of new 
marketing materials, merchandise and 
publications:  
 
Athletes who are currently competing 
in World Athletics Series Events and/or 
Personal Appearances, or who have 
competed in such events within the last 
5 years. 

Such processing is: (a) necessary for 
our legitimate interests in promoting 
the sport of athletics and our 
commercial interests; (b) necessary 
for the performance of our contract 
with you; or (c) on the basis of your 
consent to the extent required by 
applicable data protection and 
privacy laws. 

Your personal data will be stored 
from the start of the World 
Athletics Event or the Personal 
Appearance for the period of your 
career as an athlete plus 5 years, 
unless consent to processing is 
required by applicable data 
protection and privacy laws and 
such consent is withdrawn earlier.  
 
At the end of the retention period 
or, where relevant, when consent 
is withdrawn, World Athletics will 
no longer use the Athlete’s name 
image and likeness in any future 
merchandise and publications. 

 In relation to merchandise and 
publications already in existence: 
 
Any Athlete, current or former, who has 
competed in a World Athletics Series 
Event or Personal Appearance Event. 

Such processing is necessary for 
our legitimate interests in promoting 
the sport of athletics and our 
commercial interests. 

Where merchandise and 
publications are already in 
existence as the point at which 
the retention period expires or 
consent is withdrawn, any relevant 
personal data will be kept 
permanently (once created, there 
is no way of destroying, or 
extracting your personal data 
from, such items).    



 

 

 Purpose of Processing Type of Personal Information Relevant Athletes Legal Basis for our processing Retention Period 
7 Medical Incident  

 
World Athletics needs to 
process your personal 
information to be able to 
assess and treat your medical 
issue and will need to share it 
with Local Organising 
Committee medical teams for 
treatment and, if necessary, 
referral purposes.  

• Name,  
• Nationality/country 
• Date of birth 
• Sex 
• Gender 
• Email address  
• Diagnosis; medical or 

biological information 
and records (including 
allergies, medication, 
injuries or conditions;  

Any Athlete, current or former, who has 
competed in a World Athletics Series 
Event. 

Consent  and in case of medical 
emergency, necessary to protect 
life or physical integrity (where 
consent is actually impossible to 
obtain)   

After the event has ended your 
information will be held by World 
Athletics for five years, after 
which it shall be anonymised and 
used for research and statistical 
purposes. 

 • Name and phone 
number of Emergency 
Contacts 

To protect the and provide support to 
you  

Such processing is necessary for 
our legitimate interests to ensure 
your family and team are notified 

6 months after the date of the 
incident   

8 Health & Science Research 
 
World Athletics conducts or 
authorises approved third 
parties (with ethical approval) 
to conduct health and science 
related research at World 
Athletics Series Events. 

• Name 
• Biological Sex 
• Age 
• Biological and health 

information 
• Image, photograph and 

moving image 

To understand developments in health, 
science and safety related issues 
concerning athletes performing at our 
events and identify themes (e.g. 
performance and climate, biomechanics, 
hydration and nutrition during events 
etc.) and future improvements in event 
experience and delivery.  Not all 
research will collect the entire personal 
information listed, some research may 
be on an anonymous basis.   

Consent  After the event has ended your 
information will be held by World 
Athletics for 5 years, after which it 
shall be anonymised and used for 
research and statistical purposes. 

PROCESSING IN RELATION TO REGULATORY, ELIGIBILITY DECISIONS AND SANCTIONS 
9 Regulatory and Eligibility to 

Participate and Represent 
Member Federations and/or 
compete in a World Rankings 
Competition. 
 
We will process your personal 
information to make decisions 
on your eligibility to represent 
a Member Federation by 
ensuring you meet the 
requirements under Eligibility 
Rules (available on our website 
here) to represent a Member 
Federation in National 
Representative Competitions 

• Name;  
• Date of birth;  
• place of birth;  
• Nationality/Country  
• passport;  
• identification 

documents. 
• Biological sex 
• Gender  
• Address,  
• Event,  
• Whether you compete 

at a national or 
international level  

• For the purposes of the 
Female Athlete 
Category Test – where 

If you who have been entered by your 
Member Federation to compete in 
National Representative Competitions 
or if you participate in any World 
Rankings Competition at any point in 
your career or if you have retired from 
competition in the last 5 years.  

Such processing is necessary: (i) for 
the performance of a contract (i.e. 
your participation in National 
Representative Competitions); and 
(ii) for the purposes of the legitimate 
interests pursued by World 
Athletics, and the public interest in, 
protecting the integrity of events 
and the sport of athletics.  
 
Without this information we cannot 
make decisions regarding your 
eligibility to represent a Member 
Federation and you will not be able 
to participate in such competitions 
until such decisions can be made i.e. 
perform our contract with you. 

Your personal information will be 
stored for the period of your 
athletics career plus 5 years. 
 
Female Athlete Category Test 
your eligibility status (not your 
individual test result) will be 
retained for the period of your 
athletics career plus five years.  



 

 

 Purpose of Processing Type of Personal Information Relevant Athletes Legal Basis for our processing Retention Period 
or if you wish to participate in 
World Rankings Competition. 
 
 

requested by the 
Medical Manager - 
laboratory name where 
the SRY test or blood 
sample was sent for 
processing, result 
reference number / 
code.  

 
 
 

10 Sanctions 
 
We will process your personal 
information to make decisions 
on any disciplinary 
proceedings and to ensure 
that sanctions are imposed. 

• Name;  
• Date of birth;  
• place of birth;  
• Nationality/Country  
• Biological sex 
• Email address 
• Postal address 
• Phone number  

 

Any Athlete who has been the subject 
of a sanction and who is currently 
competing in any Athletics event of 
which World Athletics is the regulator 
(including, but not limited to, World 
Rankings Competitions and World 
Athletics Series Events) or who has 
retired from competition within the last 
5 years. 

Such processing is necessary: (i) for 
the performance of a contract; and 
(ii) for the purposes of the legitimate 
interests pursued by World 
Athletics, and the public interest in, 
protecting the integrity of events 
and the sport of athletics.  
 
Without this information we cannot 
make decisions regarding whether a 
sanction should be imposed and, if 
it is, ensure that it is observed.  

Your personal information will be 
stored in our Athlete Database for 
the period of your athletics career 
plus 5 years. 

OTHER PROCESSING RELATED TO WORLD ATHLETICS COMPETITION RESULTS, STASTISTICS, ATHLETE PROFILES  ETC. 
11 Historical and Statistical 

Records 
 
We will process your personal 
information in order to keep a 
historical record of 
performance statistics and 
competition results on the 
World Athletics’ website and 
publications. 

Name, Place of birth, 
Nationality/Country Biological 
sex, and any transfers of 
allegiance.  
 
Data on your performance at 
World Rankings Competitions   
including: event results; times 
(including splits); location data;  
and / or distances achieved in all 
events, images, photographs or 
moving images of events; 
reaction times to start signals 
(where relevant);  
Decisions concerning sanctions, 
suspensions / eligibility  

Any Athlete, current or former, who has 
competed in a World Rankings 
Competition. 

Such processing is necessary for 
the purposes of the legitimate 
interests pursued by World 
Athletics in ensuring that World 
Athletics’ competition records are 
complete and accurate. 
 
As the official source of information 
relating to the sport of athletics, our 
competition results data needs to 
be complete for all stakeholders 
who rely upon World Athletics to 
provide official information. Such 
processing is necessary for 
archiving purposes in the public 
interest.   

Your personal data will be stored 
on our Athlete Database 
permanently as an historical and 
official record of the performance 
statistics and results. 

12 World Athletics Website: 
General 
 
We will process your personal 
information to create and 
maintain the World Athletics 

• Birthdate and age,  
• Birthplace,  
• First, middle name(s) 

and last name  

Any Athlete, current or former, who has 
competed in a World Rankings 
Competition and/or participated in a 
Personal Appearance.  

Such processing is necessary for 
the purposes of the legitimate 
interests pursued by World 
Athletics to: (i) ensure that our 
competition records are complete 
and accurate and that the public are 

Your personal data will be stored 
permanently as a publicly available 
historical and official record of the 
performance statistics and results. 



 

 

 Purpose of Processing Type of Personal Information Relevant Athletes Legal Basis for our processing Retention Period 
website, for example in the 
publication of results from our 
events and events related 
news and reviews. 
 
 

• Event results and 
current world rankings; 

• Location data;   
• Images, photographs or 

moving images of 
events;  

• Data and decisions 
relating to sanctions, 
suspensions and 
eligibility. 

 

able to access them; and (ii) promote 
the sport of athletics and our 
commercial interests.  
 
As the official source of information 
relating to the sport of athletics, the 
public look to us for official 
information about our events and 
athletes and so this processing is 
necessary for archiving purposes in 
the public interest. 

13 World Athletics Website: 
Athlete Profiles & Editorial 
Articles, 
 
We will process your personal 
information (including a 
images, facial photograph 
(headshot) or moving image  
where you have competed at a 
World Athletics Event which is 
taken at the time of Event 
Accreditation or Medal 
Ceremony processes)  to 
create and maintain your 
athlete profile on the World 
Athletics website and/or 
create website editorial 
articles or social media posts 
about you or in connection 
with a World Athletics Series 
Event or news about 
performances (such as top, 
ranking and ‘road to’ lists). 

• Birthdate and age,  
• Birthplace,  
• First, middle name(s) 

and last name  
• Event results and 

current world rankings;  
images, photographs or 
moving images of 
events 

• Facial photograph 
/headshot / moving 
image taken during 
accreditation at a World 
Athletics Series Event. 

Any Athlete, current or former, who has 
competed in a World Rankings 
Competition.  

Such processing is necessary for 
the purposes of the legitimate 
interests pursued by World 
Athletics to promote the sport of 
athletics and our commercial 
interests.  

Your personal data will be stored 
from the point at which your 
details are entered on to our 
Athlete Database for the period of 
your career as an athlete plus 5 
years.  

 


