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Specific Definitions 

The words and phrases used in these Regulations that are defined terms (denoted by initial 

capital letters) shall have the meanings specified in the Constitution and the General 

Definitions, and (in respect of the following words and phrases) the following meanings:  

“Host Institution” means the Host Institution appointed by World Athletics to host the 

Ultimate Championship pursuant to the Hosting Agreement dated 15 October 2024. 

“Official Implements” means implements as referenced in Technical Rule 32.1 that comply 

with current World Athletics specifications and are World Athletics Certified. 

“World Athletics Certified” means the certification of Official Implements in accordance with 

the ‘World Athletics’ Certification System’: https://www.worldathletics.org/about-

iaaf/documents/technical-information   

1. Overview 
 

1.1. The purposes of World Athletics include to: 
 

1.1.1. encourage participation in Athletics at all levels throughout the world through 
competitions, events, programmes and activities (Article 4.1(b));  

 
1.1.2. establish, manage, control and supervise International Competitions and 

recognise records in Athletics from International Competitions (Article 4.1(c)); 
 

1.1.3. regulate the sport of Athletics through the development of rules and regulations 
and a judicial system by which they are enforced (Article 4.1(d). 

  
2. Purpose of these Regulations 

 
2.1. The purpose of these Regulations is to set out key competition and event related 

technical requirements for those participating, entering, or staging the Ultimate 
Championship.  

 
3. Application of these Regulations 

 
3.1. These Regulations apply to: 

 
3.1.1. hosts of the Ultimate Championship; 

 
3.1.2. Athletes and Athlete Support Personnel; 

 
3.1.3. Technical Delegates, Delegates, Officials and Referees 

 
3.1.4. Member Federations; and 

 
3.1.5. World Athletics Officials and Staff.   

 
 
 

 

https://www.worldathletics.org/about-iaaf/documents/technical-information
https://www.worldathletics.org/about-iaaf/documents/technical-information


 

 

4. Delegates & Officials (Part II Competition Rules) 
 

 
4.1. No World Athletics appointed Delegate or Official may be part of Athlete's delegation. 
 
4.2. All Delegates and Officials shall act in conformity with World Athletics’ Rules, 

Regulations and Guidelines as amended by these Regulations.  

 
4.3. World Athletics has not appointed a Jury of Appeal for the Ultimate Championship. 

Protests against refereeing decisions may be made pursuant to Regulation 8.4 below.   
 

5. Responsibilities of Technical Delegates 
 

5.1. The Technical Delegates appointed to the Ultimate Championship are responsible for: 
 

5.1.1. ensuring all technical equipment is checked at the Ultimate Championship and 
conforms to World Athletics requirements; 

 
5.1.2. where applicable, determining and approving the make and type of implements 

to be used at least one year before the Competition. All implements must be 
World Athletics Certified; 

 
5.1.3. attending and participating in the Technical Briefing; 

  

5.1.4. approving National Competition Officials (i.e. National Referees, Judges and 
other Technical Officials) who must be of the required level of competence to 
officiate at an Ultimate Championship. 

 
5.2. The agreement of the Technical Delegates must be sought in advance on all matters 

(including any urgent, unprecedent and exceptional matters or circumstances) relating to the 
technical conduct of the Ultimate Championship and the Host Institution and all participating 
athletes must comply with any directions or instructions of the Technical Delegates. 
 

6. Events Programme 

6.1. The Ultimate Championship shall be held on three consecutive days. 

6.2. The competition programme shall comprise events published on the Ultimate Championship 
website.  

7. Qualification System, Participation Conditions (including Age Categories), Invitation 

Criteria  

7.1. Provided the participation conditions are met, the invitation criteria to participate include 

being a champion at the Olympic Games 2024, World Athletics Championships 2025, a 

winner of the Diamond League Final 2026 and World Ranking position in an event that 

features in the Ultimate Championship. Accordingly, there are no entry/qualification 

standards and, except for the host Member Federation or an exceptional invite from World 

Athletics, no unqualified places are available for any other athletes to receive an invitation 

to participate. Athletes who accept an invitation represent their country/territory when 

competing during the Official Competition Period (11 – 13 September 2026).    

7.2. The full qualification system, conditions and criteria for individual athletes to be eligible to 

receive an invitation are set out on the Ultimate Championship website.  

https://worldathletics.org/competitions/world-athletics-ultimate-championship/2026/schedule
https://worldathletics.org/competitions/world-athletics-ultimate-championship/2026/schedule
https://worldathletics.org/competitions/world-athletics-ultimate-championship/2026/news/press-releases/qualification-system-road-to-world-athletics-ultimate-championship
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7.3. Member Federation nomination and selection requirements do not apply to the Ultimate 

Championship. No Neutral Athletes or Athletes subject to a transfer of allegiance 

application are permitted to compete in the Ultimate Championship.   

7.4. Penalties for late entries or withdrawals will be stated in the Athlete Manual which will be 
distributed by World Athletics to Athletes, Athletes’ Representatives, Member Federations 
and all other relevant stakeholders at the time the entry process is open.  

 

8. Technical Services 

 

8.1. Time and Distance Measurement, Start Information System for capturing the 
results of the competition will be provided by World Athletics’ appointed supplier / 
sponsor for timing and measurement services which shall include the following:  

8.1.1. Fully Automatic Timing and Photo Finish System.  

8.1.2. Scientific distance measuring equipment (including horizontal jumps  fouls 
detection system). 

8.1.3. Starting blocks fitted with a certified Start Information System including an 
automatic recall system. 

8.2. Competition Data Processing: World Athletics will provide and appoint the 
specialised results service company for the competition data processing and 
disseminating the results, able to guarantee full compatibility with the timing and 
measurement services but also with the very specific technical requirements of 
Television, Media and Event Presentation including the provision of a Commentary 
Information System (CIS). In all cases, the appointment of the results service company 
is subject to final World Athletics’ approval. 

8.3. Video Officiating Replay System & Video Referee: It is mandatory that a Video 
Officiating Replay System be provided to record all events according to Technical 
Rule 12. Such recordings shall be made in accordance with the Video Recording and 
Video Referee Guidelines and the system provider will be appointed by World 
Athletics. 

 
8.4. Protests & Appeals 

8.4.1. No Jury of Appeal shall be appointed to the Ultimate Championship.  
References to the Jury of Appeal in the Competition and Technical Rules are 
therefore deemed deleted by these Regulations. In particular, references to a 
right of appeal to the Jury of Appeal in Technical Rules 8.1, 8.3, 8.4.3, 8.6 and 
8.11 are hereby deleted by these Regulations. Rules 8.7 to 8.10 (inclusive) of 
the Technical Rules are hereby deleted.  In the absence of a Jury of Appeal, 
protests shall be determined as follows: 

 

8.4.1.1. the procedures for protests to be made to the Technical Delegate(s) as 
set out in Technical Rule 8.1 shall continue to apply; 

 
8.4.1.2. the procedures for protests to be made to the Referee as set out in 

Technical Rules 8.2 to 8.6 shall continue to apply with the following 
amendments:  
i. Athletes may make an immediate oral protest directly on the field 

of play to the Referee, who shall – after consulting with the Video 
Referee where necessary – take an immediate decision. 
 



 

 

ii. Independently of whether an immediate oral protest has been 
made under Regulation 8.4.1.2 (i), athletes, someone acting on 
their behalf or an official representative of the team (for relays) 
may submit a written protest to the TIC within 30 minutes of the 
official announcement of the result of that (round of the) event. 
The decision making Referee as per the Video Recording and 
Video Referee Guidelines shall consider all available evidence 
and shall take a final decision. 

 
8.4.2. Pursuant to Technical Rule 8.11, there is no right of appeal to any decision of 

the Referee or Video Referee in any court or forum, including to CAS.  
 

8.5. Official Implements List: The Technical Delegates, in conjunction with the Host 
Institution and based on the implements most commonly used by major international 
athletes, shall determine a list of Official Implements which the hosts shall provide to the 
athletes. In principle, a minimum of six items shall be required for each implement, to cover 
the needs of the competition, warm-up and training venues. All implements must be World 
Athletics Certified.  

8.6. Personal Implements: Personal implements may be allowed, providing they are readily 
identifiable, they have a current World Athletics certification and have been checked for 
compliance with the Rules in accordance with the Technical Delegates’ instructions. 
These implements must be available for use by the other participants until the end of the 
event. 

8.7. Usage Statistics: The Host Institution must keep an accurate record of the implements 
(official or personal) used during the competition and produce usage statistics to be used 
for the purpose of compiling suitable Official Implements Lists for future competitions. 

8.8. Competition Equipment: All competition, warm-up and training venue athletics 
equipment must conform to World Athletics’ Rules and Regulations as amended from time 
to time. All competing equipment must conform to the Marketing & Advertising 
Regulations: Event Branding (as applicable to WAS Events) concerning logo, emblems 
and branding unless the Chief Executive Officer (or their nominee) approves otherwise. 
All Competition Equipment must be World Athletics Certified.  

8.9. Special Technical Rule Requirements for the Ultimate Championship 

8.9.1. Athlete Heat and Lane Draft: For the semifinal of the 200m only, Technical Rule 
20.3 is dispensed with. As permitted by Technical Rule 20.4.1, Athletes shall 
select their preferred semifinal heat and lane in World Rankings seed order, with 
the highest seeded Athlete selecting first followed by the next highest seeded 
Athlete and so on until all entered Athletes have selected a semifinal heat and 
lane. Any Athletes not attending the Lane Draft for the semifinal of the 200m, will 
be allocated to the semifinals according to the principles set out in Regulations 
8.9.1.1 to 8.9.1.6. 

8.9.1.1. Allocation will be based on their World  Ranking established prior to the 
Lane Draft. 

8.9.1.2. The process of allocating Athletes to the semifinals will follow a zig-zag 
principle between the first and second semifinal. When one of the 
semifinals is full, the remaining Athletes will be allocated to the remaining 
places in the other semifinal. 
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8.9.1.3. Lane allocation will take into account the procedure under Technical Rule 
20.4.7, which gives priority (for a 9-lane track) to lanes 5–6–7–8, followed 
by lanes 3–4–9, and finally lanes 1–2. 

8.9.1.4. The order of allocation for lanes will be as follows: 

• Lane 7 

• Lane 6 

• Lane 8 

• Lane 5 

• Lane 4 

• Lane 9 

• Lane 3 

• Lane 2 

• Lane 1 (to be used only if necessary) 
 

8.9.1.5. The absent Athlete with the highest World Ranking will be placed in 
Semifinal 1 (if lanes are available); the absent Athlete with the second-
highest ranking will be placed in Semifinal 2; the third in Semifinal 2; the 
fourth in Semifinal 1; and so on, following a zig-zag method. 

8.9.1.6. Lane allocation will be based on the lane order listed above, with each 
absent Athlete being allocated the best available lane at the time of their 
allocation. 

8.9.2. Rounds Progression - Field Events (except Vertical Jumps): As permitted by 
Technical Rule 25.6, the total number of Athletes attempts in Field Events (except 
Vertical Jumps) is twenty-six (26) comprising of the following competition format 
model (8:8:6:4) over four rounds:   

8.9.2.1. in the first round, all eight (8) Athletes shall be entitled to an attempt; 

8.9.2.2. in the second round, all eight (8) Athletes shall be entitled to an attempt; 

8.9.2.3. in the third round, the six (6) highest ranked Athletes in the standings 
after the second round shall be entitled to an attempt; 

8.9.2.4. in the final round, the four (4) highest ranked Athletes in the standings 
after the third round shall be entitled to an attempt.    

If less than 6 Athletes have achieved a valid performance after the second round, 
only those Athletes who have achieved a valid performance shall be entitled to any 
additional trial(s). 

In the case of the first place or last qualifying place, if two or more athletes have the 
same best performances, Rule 25.22 of the Technical Rules shall be applied. If it is 
thus determined that there has been a tie, the following procedure shall be applied: 

- In Horizontal Jumping Events: the tie shall be resolved by comparing the 
Athletes’ best attempts based on the actual distance jumped, determined by 
adding the take-off gap, rounded down to a full centimetre, to the recorded 
performance. The Athlete with the greater actual distance jumped shall be 
ranked higher. If the tie remains, the Athletes’ next best attempts shall be 
compared on the same basis, and so on until the tie is resolved or all valid jumps 
have been compared. 



 

 

If the tie remains, the official wind readings for the Athletes’ longest jumps shall 
be compared, with the Athlete whose jump had the lower tailwind / greater 
headwind being ranked higher. If the wind readings are equal, the wind readings 
for the Athletes’ next best recorded performances shall be compared on the 
same basis, and so on until the tie is resolved or all valid jumps have been 
compared. 

If the tie remains, the Athlete who achieved the best performance first shall be 
ranked higher. 

- In Throwing Events: the Athlete who achieved the best performance first shall be 
ranked higher. 

8.9.3. Vertical Jumps - Attempt Order: As permitted by Technical Rule 25.5, the 

attempt order for the vertical jumps shall be in seed order starting with the lowest 
seeded Athlete and finishing with the highest seeded Athlete. 

8.9.4. Vertical Jumps - Tiebreak for first place: Notwithstanding the final sentence of 
Technical Rule 26.8.4, a tie for first place shall be resolved by a jump-off in 
accordance with Technical Rule 26.9. An Athlete who does not jump at a height 
shall forfeit their claim to first place.  

8.9.5. Horizontal Jumps/Throws – Attempt Order: As permitted by Technical Rules 
25.5 and 25.6.1, the attempt order for the horizontal jumps and throws shall be 
determined as follows:  
 
8.9.5.1. in the first round, Athletes shall compete in seed order, with the highest 

competing first and the lowest seeded Athlete competing last;  
 

8.9.5.2. in each subsequent round Athletes shall compete in the order of the 
standings after the preceding round, with the highest ranked Athlete 
competing first and the lowest ranked Athlete competing last. 

 
9. Other Regulations 

 
9.1. The Marketing and Advertising Regulations Clothing & Accessories - World Athletics 

Series Events shall apply to the Ultimate Championship during the Official Competition 
Period (11 – 13 September 2026) at the Official Competition Venue, when on the Field of 
Play where expressly stated in the athlete agreement as if the Ultimate Championship 
was a WAS Event for the purposes of the Marketing and Advertising Regulations Clothing 
& Accessories - World Athletics Series Events Regulations. 
 

9.2. The Mechanical Aids Regulations shall apply to the Ultimate Championship as if the 
Ultimate Championship was a WAS Event for the purpose of the Mechanical Aids 
Regulations. 

 
10. Enforcement 

 
10.1. Subject to Regulation 8.4 and subject to the exclusions set out Rules 1.4.4, 1.4.5 and 

3.2 of the Disputes and Disciplinary Proceedings Rules, all breaches of these 
Regulations and all disputes arising under any these Regulations shall be resolved, 
and all disciplinary proceedings conducted, in accordance with the provisions set out 
in the Disputes and Disciplinary Proceedings Rules. 

 

 


