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DECISION 

 

The Mechanical Aids Review Panel (“the Panel”) of World Athletics is satisfied that Fleur 

Jong will not have  an overall competitive advantage by the use of her Mechanical Aids 

in the form of the carbon fibre running specific prostheses (RSP) known as össur cheetah 

Xtreme provided the authorisation for the use of her RSP is restricted to her competing 

at her current MASH (187.7cm1) or below in the 100m event only.  Further, the Panel 

requires that the relevant event organiser of any Applicable Competition in which Ms. 

Jong competes to monitor Ms. Jong’s MASH and to specifically verify that she is using 

the RSP the subject of this application.  The Panel at the present time determines that 

Ms. Jong is authorised to compete in the 100m discipline only on the current RSP. (Any 

request by Ms Jong to compete using different RSP must be the subject of a new 

Application.)  This decision is a Final Decision and is made pursuant to Rule 6.3.4 of the 

Technical Rules of World Athletics. The Panel imposes the following conditions on the 

authorisation to the effect that Ms. Jong may only compete:  

 
1 In accordance with the International Paralympic Committee Classification Master List: https://www.ipc-
services.org/sdms/web/cml/ath/html/season/s26/region/eur/org/ned  

https://www.ipc-services.org/sdms/web/cml/ath/html/season/s26/region/eur/org/ned
https://www.ipc-services.org/sdms/web/cml/ath/html/season/s26/region/eur/org/ned
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a. in her RSP that were the subject of her application. Ms. Jong must co-operate with 

any event organiser and World Athletics regarding any verification process 

concerning the identity and dimensions of her RSP at any time. Where an event 

organiser has a reasonable doubt concerning the RSP, that organiser will be 

required to refer the matter to World Athletics’ Review Officer for consideration to 

ensure compliance with Regulation 5 of the Technical Rules; 

 

b. subject to a height check to ensure that in her RSP her height is at or below her 

recorded MASH as stated in the International Paralympic Committee Classification 

Master List (i.e. at or below 187.7cm) and Ms Jong must co-operate with any event 

organiser (including referee) concerning that check; 

 

c. in national-level events held in the Netherlands only and in one-day meetings held 

outside of the Netherlands. However, the Panel does not authorise Ms Jong 

competing in any international championships (e.g. Area, World etc.), or in the 

athletics programme of any international games including the Olympic Games.  

 

REASONS 

 

Introduction 

1. Fleur Jong is a bilateral transtibial amputee track athlete from the Netherlands.  She 

uses carbon-fibre RSP to enable her to engage in track running.   

 

2. On 14 July 2025, she submitted an Application to World Athletics to be permitted to 

run in the 100m event on particular RSP in the same competitions as able-bodied 

athletes in a World Athletics “Applicable Competition”, as defined in the Mechanical 

Aids Regulations (“the Regulations”). The prostheses are called “blades”.  The 

blades used by Ms. Jong are össur cheetah Xtreme. 

 

3. In determining the Application, World Athletics is required to consider its Technical 

Rule 6.3.4.  That Rule provides as follows:   

“for the purpose of this Rule, the following examples shall be considered assistance and are 
therefore not allowed:   
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… 
 

6.3.4 The use of any mechanical aid, except by an athlete with an impairment as authorised 
or permitted in accordance with the Mechanical Aids Regulations.” 

 

4. The Mechanical Aids Review Panel (“the Panel”) was established by the World 

Athletics Council in January 2021. The Panel reports to the Council.  The role of the 

Panel is to consider Applications and determine pursuant to Technical Rule 6.3.4 

and in accordance with the Regulations, whether the use of a Mechanical Aid (in 

this case the aforementioned RSP) will, on the balance of probabilities, provide the 

athlete with an overall competitive advantage when comparing: 

 

(a) the performance that the athlete who uses a Mechanical Aid is capable of 

achieving while competing with their impairment and their Mechanical Aid; and  

  

(b) the performance that that same athlete would hypothetically have been 

capable of achieving in the same event if they were competing without their 

impairment and without that Mechanical Aid.  If the Mechanical Aid will provide 

the athlete with an overall competitive advantage, its use will not be authorised 

(see Regulation 3.3.1 and following). 

 

5. Regulation 3.4, inter alia, provides that an athlete who does not have legs or part of 

their legs and applies for authorisation to use Mechanical Aids so the athlete 

competes at or below their MASH (as assessed and decided by the appropriate 

World Para Athletics Panel) in running events, the athlete will benefit from a 

rebuttable presumption that use of a Mechanical Aid will not provide them with an 

overall competitive advantage (see Regulation 3.4.1).  

 

6. Under the Regulations, “MASH” means “maximum allowable standing height”.  The 

formula used by World Para Athletics to determine the maximum permitted standing 

height in competition of an athlete who is eligible for Para Athletics on the basis of 

a bilateral lower limb deficiency and requires the use of two leg prostheses in order 

to compete, is based on measurements of that athlete’s other body segments.  It 

would be expected that the athlete would compete in sport class T/F61 or T/F62 in 

Para Athletics.  Ms. Jong competes in the T62 Class. 
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7. Regulation 4 deals with the Application process for authorisation to use a 

Mechanical Aid in Applicable Competitions.  The phrase “Applicable Competition” is 

defined in the Regulations as meaning a competition that holds a permit issued by 

either World Athletics, an Area Association or a National Federation where all 

relevant World Athletics’ Rules and Regulations are complied with and consequently 

at which World Ranking Points are obtained.  Ms. Jong has provided documentation 

that proves that, if authorised to use Mechanical Aids of the type and with the 

dimensions and specifications as submitted by her, she will compete at or below her 

MASH. World Athletics does not dispute that this is the case.  World Athletics 

concedes, in consideration of Regulation 3.4 and on the basis of the rebuttable 

presumption, on the balance of probabilities that Ms. Jong’s RSP do not give her an 

“overall competitive advantage” as that phrase is understood in Regulation 3.3.1.  

The Panel is satisfied, on the basis of the information provided to it, that this 

concession is well made.  The Panel also accepts that World Athletics has satisfied 

itself that Ms. Jong’ MASH has been properly measured and certified. The Panel 

sees no reason to go behind those measurements and certification and accepts 

them. Representatives of the Netherlands Member Federation were notified of the 

Application and the Panel’s decision and is supportive of it.. There is no opposition 

to the Panel granting authorisation for Ms. Jong to compete using her existing RSP 

subject to the conditions set out in this decision.   

 

8. Ms. Jong clarified to World Athletics that she was seeking  authorisation to use her 

RSP only in the discipline of 100m, and only at specific competition levels. World 

Athletics consents to the authorisation for Ms. Jong to use her RSP in the national 

level competitions in the Netherlands and at one day meetings held outside of the 

Netherlands. However, the Panel does not authorise Ms Jong competing in any 

international championships (e.g., Area, World, etc.) in the athletics programme of 

any international games including the Olympic Games.  

 

9. World Athletics has requested that the Panel impose a monitoring requirement that 

the MASH of Ms. Jong be taken at each competition and that her RSP be inspected 

by a spot check at each of those competitions where her RSP have been authorised. 

The effect of authorisation is set out at Regulation 3.2.1.  It will allow Ms. Jong to 
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compete in the specific competitions referred to above and the event organiser will 

list her results in the same category as those of the other competitors (and where 

applicable note the athlete’s “sports class”), and her results will be valid for World 

Athletics’ purposes save that her results will not count in any qualification processes 

for any international championships or international games.  

 

Analysis  

10. Ms. Jong is 30 years of age. Ms. Jong is a talented para-athlete who competes in 

100m and Long Jump.  At present, the personal best times from Ms. Jong fall well 

outside the top performers in the 100m discipline.  During the application process 

World Athletics requested split times for 100m and 200m. Split times were provided 

for the 100m. Ms Jong. clarified that she could not provide split times for the 200m 

discipline as that discipline does not feature in Para Athletics competitions and she 

did not have data to submit to World Athletics for the Panel’s consideration. As Ms 

Jong made no further submission or provided data concerning the 200m the Panel 

does not authorise the use of her RSP in the 200m. The Panel notes that the athlete 

is a talented long jumper. For the avoidance of doubt, Ms. Jong is not authorised to 

use her RSP in the long jump event in any Applicable Competition.  

 

11. A question that this Panel needs to determine is whether a restriction should be 

placed upon Ms. Jong to only allow her to compete in 100m or whether no restriction 

should be placed upon her. World Athletics contends that pursuant to Regulations 

5 and 4.3.2, it is necessary to continue to monitor Ms Jong’s RSP to ensure they 

are the RSP that have been specifically authorised.  If Ms Jong seeks to change or 

update her current RSP,  she must submit a new application to  World Athletics for 

the Panel’s consideration.  

 

12. Regulation 1.1.3 provides, inter alia, that World Athletics seeks to encourage and 

facilitate the participation in Applicable Competitions for athletes who use 

Mechanical Aids on conditions that go only so far as is necessary to protect the 

fundamental nature, values and meaning of the sport, to deliver on the promise of 

fair and meaningful competition and to protect the health and safety of athletes 

(emphasis by underlining added).  
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13. Importantly, Regulation 1.1.4 provides that: 

“the requirements, processes, and conditions for authorisation and permission of the use 
of a Mechanical Aid that are established in these Regulations are driven solely by the desire 
to guarantee fairness within the sport.  They are in no way intended as any kind of assault 
on the dignity of any athlete who uses a Mechanical Aid, and the need to respect and 
preserve the dignity and privacy of such athletes, and to avoid improper discrimination and 
stigmatisation on grounds of disability, is paramount….” 

 

14. Regulation 2.6 provides that:  

“Each Member Federation is entitled to adopt its own regulations to determine the eligibility 
of athletes that use a Mechanical Aid to compete in events (except for Applicable 
Competitions) taking place under its own jurisdiction.” 

 

15. Regulation 3.2.1 provides that If an athlete is authorised to use a Mechanical Aid 

the athlete will be eligible to compete using the Mechanical Aid in Applicable 

Competitions subject, inter alia, to any conditions to the authorisation made 

pursuant to Regulation 4.3.2.   

 

16. Regulation 4.3.2 provides as follows:  

“If the Mechanical Aids Review Panel authorises the athlete’s use of a Mechanical Aid, it 
may place conditions on the authorisation (for example, that the athlete may use a specific 
Mechanical Aid only and/or use that Mechanical Aid in certain athletics events/disciplines 
only).  The Mechanical Aids Review Panel may issue an official document (such as a 
certificate) confirming its authorisation which may include any conditions, including 
specifications…of the Mechanical Aid authorised to be used by the athlete or, if applicable 
the athlete’s MASH, which the athlete must bring with her to any Applicable Competition 
they compete at”. 

 

Conclusion  

17. In reaching its decision, the Panel has considered all the written material provided 

to it by World Athletics and Ms. Jong. The Panel has considered in detail expert 

scientific reports commissioned by Ms Jong and by World Athletics in relation to the 

issue of competitive advantage and performance. All contentions of Ms Jong and 

World Athletics have been taken into account.  The Panel has also given very careful 

consideration to issues of inclusivity, fairness, the dignity of Ms. Jong and the need 

to avoid improper discrimination and stigmatisation on the grounds of disability. 

These concepts and the clear policy of World Athletics in relation to these issues is 

highlighted by the extracts from the Regulations set out above.   
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18. Accordingly, the Panel is of the opinion that Ms. Jong should be permitted to use 

her RSP, namely her current össur cheetah Xtreme, at a height not greater than her 

MASH, and only in the 100m discipline but subject to specific conditions. World 

Athletics will issue a Certificate to that effect.  In addition, Ms Jong will need to meet 

all other eligibility requirements set out in World Athletics’ Rules and Regulations. 

 

DECISION 

The Decision of the Panel is set out at the commencement of this document. 

 

 

Dated this 06th day of July 2026 

 

David Grace KC 

Chair, World Athletics Mechanical Aids Review Panel  

 


