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Election Oversight Panel Bulletin #1 

 
The year in brief: 1 January – 1 June 2026  

The EOP published the Candidate Pack on 26 February 2026.  

The Pack includes all information to assist Persons seeking election to the World Athletics Council at the 2027 
Congress in Beijing.  

Campaign Directives were then set out in EOP Notice 1 published on 27 March 2026.  

Since the publication of the Candidate Pack, Candidates have declared their attendance to: 

• The World Athletics Indoor Championships in Torun (Poland)  
• The World Athletics Relays in Gaborone (Botswana)  
• The African Senior Athletics Championships in Accra (Ghana)  
• The Asian Athletics U20 Championships (Hong Kong)  
• The Oceania Athletics Championships in Darwin (Australia)  

The EOP thanks all Candidates who have properly disclosed their attendance and expenses in relation to these 
events.  

Persons seeking election to the World Athletics 2027 Council and who have not yet declared their attendance 
to these events to the EOP are requested to do so immediately.  

Names of candidates declared eligible to date 

Since the launch of the official Campaign Period on 1 March 2026, 8 Candidates have declared themselves to 
the EOP for positions ranging from Individual Council Member to President.  

These are only the Candidate who have notified the EOP and have been declared eligible so far by the Vetting 
Panel. 

This is not the final list of Candidates, noting that the closing date for vetting is 31 March 2027. 

All persons who wish to seek election in 2027 are encouraged to notify the EOP by writing to 
compliance@worldathletics.org as soon as possible.  

The position(s) each Candidate is nominating for will be advised in June 2027. They are not specified here. 

The Vetting Panel has determined the Candidates below are eligible in accordance with the Vetting Rules at this 
time. This list will be updated every quarter.  

  

https://worldathletics.org/download/download?filename=a6097437-d56e-4f33-adb3-94dd9f8cc7b7.pdf&urlslug=Candidate%20pack
https://worldathletics.org/download/download?filename=a6e6e807-a02c-42cd-aa93-38d63e1b4b8c.pdf&urlslug=Campaigning%20and%20Campaign%20Expenditure%20FAQs%20
mailto:compliance@worldathletics.org
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In alphabetical order the Candidates declared eligible, to date, are:   

NAME Sex MF 

Yuko Arimori  F JPN 

Raul Chapado  M ESP 

Hatem Fouda  M EGY 

Ivan Garcia   M URU 

Jean Gracia  M FRA 

Ximena Restrepo  F COL 

Adille Sumariwalla  M IND 

Jackson Tuwei  M KEN 

Upcoming events 

Candidates for election will have opportunities to interact with Member Federation Delegates at the following 
World Athletics Series event taking place in the next quarter: 

• The World Athletics U20 Championships will take place between 5 and 9 August 2026 at Hayward 
Field, Eugene, OR, USA. The U20s are of course the greatest showcase of the next generation of talent.   

 

Reminder about Candidate Conduct and Expectations 

The EOP takes the opportunity to remind everyone of the following.  

All Persons are expected to act with the utmost integrity at all times.  

Some of the Candidates’ and Delegates’ obligations include: 

1. Gifts and Hospitality 

Candidates1 are strictly prohibited from offering any gifts, donations or granting advantages/benefits of 

any nature or value, to any person who will vote in an election. However, Candidates may exchange tokens 

of courtesy with little to no commercial value (e.g. pins, pens etc.).2   

 

2. Collusion and promises  

Candidates1 are prohibited from engaging in any act, collaboration or collusion with other Candidates 

with an intention to defraud or manipulate the outcome of the vote.2  

 

1 Or those proposing to be candidates.  
2 For more information, please refer to the World Athletics Candidacy Rules. 

https://worldathletics.org/about-iaaf/documents/book-of-rules
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It is not allowed for Candidates to promise or undertake to act for the direct or indirect benefit of an Area 

Association, a Member Federation, a group of Member Federations, or individual(s).  

 

3. Campaign Expenditure Limit 

Candidates are reminded that their campaign-related expenses cannot exceed €25,000, or €50,000 (if 

the candidacy is for the position of President).  

If a Candidate believes that they are likely to exceed these limits due to extraordinary circumstances, 

they must write to the Election Oversight Panel (EOP) in advance to request any additional and limited 

expenditure above the set limits.  

 

4. Reporting and Awareness 

As a member of the World Athletics community, every individual is encouraged to report any suspicious 

activity, behaviour, act or omission to the EOP (eopanel@worldathletics.org) or the World Athletics 

Compliance and Risk Officer (compliance@worldathletics.org). Reporting will ensure that the 2027 World 

Athletics Council Elections are conducted with integrity, fairness and transparency. 

Should you have any questions about the nomination process or the elections generally please email 

compliance@worldathletics.org and the EOP and the Compliance Officer will endeavour to assist. 

The EOP looks forward to the ongoing cooperation of all Member Federations and Persons who hold positions in 

Areas and Member Federations to ensure that the period between now and the 2027 elections remain free from 

malign or corrupt conduct and influence.  

Everyone participating in these elections is expected to play by the Rules, just as those who lead the sport around 

the world, expect athletes to do. 

Next bulletin 

The EOP will publish the next quarterly bulletin including an updated list of Candidates in early September 
2026.  

 

Margot Foster OLY 

Chair, Election Oversight Panel 
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